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MEMORIES...       CALENDAR, CONTINUED

by Linda Baptiste

Other people have furniture handed down from friends

and family; I have plants and memories.  When I

moved form Santa Barbara a fellow bonsai enthusiast

presented me with her cherished itty pot of yellow eyed

grass.  W hen I finally settled into Castro Valley, I was

frustrated with caring for all those little pots, so fina lly

planted it in the ground.  Oh.  My.... it does like to run

about, but it is still a welcome friend.  The Holly Fern

and W oodwardia from my mother’s garden have been

better mannered, although I had no idea they would

get quite this big.  I see the Mexican Evening

Primroses just down the street, and remember the

many futile hours of trying to dig them out of our

backyard when I was a kid; at my neighbor’s here they

have run under the sidewalk and through the curb to

erupt in the gutter. Tough plant.... and one I will not

plant here.  I discovered the Bletilla ground orchids

grow like weeds in the clay soil here; they’ve been

passed on, from my mother  to m e to my son and his

wife.  The Oldham  bamboo I dug from my clump in

Santa Barbara and gave to Mom  ended up here in

Martinez when we closed her house in Paso Robles;

no one else would understand growing a semi-tropical

bamboo there.  The Kahili ginger I found on a trash

heap near our first house when my son was a toddler;

it sits in a big pot on the deck, another plant shared

with Mom, and another reminder.  The plectranthus

came from a friend, and at the time she com mented

“W hen we are little old ladies we can sit and paint, for

now we garden.”  The cactus and succulents are

reminders of my Grandfather’s garden; they had spent

som e time living in the California desert.  No visit to

them  was com plete without the tour of the garden, to

see what was bloom ing.  That reminds me, I need to

get some Portulaca.....

GARDEN CONSERVANCY/ 

RUTH BANCROFT GARDEN

July 20-21; Part 1

Influence of South America on the California

Garden: Seminar and field study for professionals and

hom e gardeners. Friday sem inar at the Civic Arts

Education Building 111 N W iget Ln, W alnut Creek,

8:30 AM –5 PM, Saturday field study at the Ruth

Bancroft Garden, 8:30 AM–5 PM, seminar and fie ld

study: m em bers $150, non-mem bers $170. Jointly

sponsored by The Garden Conservancy and The Ruth

Bancroft Garden. For more info and registration call

(415) 561-7895 or visit www.gardenconservancy.org.

Part 2 will be October 19-20, stay tuned for more.

THEODORE PAYNE FOUNDATION

July 1 to September 30

"California Landscapes," an exhibition of oil paintings

in the plein air style depicting the beauty and divers ity

of California as interpreted by four local artists, Margot

Lennartz  of La Crescenta, Kendra Page of Glendale,

Liz Reday of South Pasadena, Laura Wambsgans of

Santa Clarita.

The Gallery is part of the Theodore Payne Foundation

for Wild Flowers and Native Plants, located at 10459

Tuxford Street, Sun Valley, California 91352. 

Directions and m ap:  www.theodorepayne.org or call

818-768-1802. Hours are: Thursday - Saturday, 8:30 -

4:30.

Artist Reception Saturday, July 21st, 2 to 4 PM

CORNERSTONE

August 9

Design Lecture Series—Get ideas and learn techniques

for incorporating stone in and around your house.

Optional field trip to Sonoma Mountain Cemetery.  1:30

PM–7 PM, mem bers $55, non-members $65.For more

info and registration call (415) 561-7895 or vis it

www.gardenconservancy.org.

Cornerstone, Septem ber 2006 - Linda Baptiste Photo
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HORTICULTURAL CALENDAR

July 21

Fabulous Succulents for Bay Area Gardens—Brian

Gabbard, Magic Gardens Propagations Specialist, w ill

show you what’s new and hot in the succulent world. At

Magic Gardens Nursery, 729 Heinz Ave. Berkeley. 10:00

AM, free. (510) 644-2351 or www.magicgardens.com

U.C. BOTANICAL GARDEN AT BERKELEY

(510) 643–2755 ! www.botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu

July 11

W alk through the garden’s Asian Area with Horticulturist

Elaine Sedlack as she shows you garden-worthy plants

known to be long-lived and trouble-free. 5:30 PM –7 PM,

mem bers $12, non-members $15.

July 15

Preserving the Cycads—Garden Director Paul Licht

discusses the history, diversity, and conservation of these

most ancient of plants. Experts will guide you through their

cultivation and garden design applications. Includes tour of

new cycad collection. 10 AM– 12 PM, mem bers $20, non-

mem bers $25.

July 18

Fantastic Ferns—Join Associate Director of Collections

and Horticulture, Chris Carmichael to view the Garden’s

fern collection. 4 PM –6 PM, members $12, non-members

$15.

July 25 

Marvelous Monocots—From Agaves to Zephyranthes-get

your radial symm etry on! Join this tour of fun, bold, exciting

plants that can offer intriguing year round form, foliage and

texture to the garden with Anthony Garza. 5:30 PM –7 PM,

mem bers $12, non-members $15.

SF BOTANICAL GARDEN SOCIETY

(415) 661–1316 ! www.sfbotanicalgarden.org

July 16 

Rooftop Landscaping—Learn about the art of roof

gardening with Glen Patterson, noted horticulturist and

landscape designer. 7 PM, mem bers free, non-mem bers

$5.

July 19 

Horticultural Therapy Open House—Come to an evening

reception to get the latest information about the practice of

Horticultural Therapy, to connect with others and to learn

about the HT program offered at the Garden. 5 PM–7 PM,

free.

U.C. SANTA CRUZ ARBORETUM

(831) 427-2998 ! www2.ucsc.edu/arboretum

July 26

Plant Collecting in New Zealand—Last Fall Tom Sauceda,

the Arboretum’s Curator of New Zealand plants, together

with Director Daniel Harden and Natives Curator Rick

Flores, spent a month exploring the islands, bringing back

many rare plant specim ens. 

UC DAVIS ARBORETUM

(530)752-4880 ! http ://arboretum.ucdavis

July 15

Summer in the Redwoods—Learn about the understory

plants of the Redwood Grove and enjoy the cool shade on

this guided tour. Meet at the Buehler Alumni and Visitor

Center on Old Davis Road. 10:00 AM, free. 

July 22

Summer Garden Survival Techniques— Tour the Ruth

Risdon Storer Garden to learn the best watering

approaches and plant choices for Central Valley gardens.

Demonstrations of different sprinkler and drip irrigation

options. Meet at the Gazebo. 10:00 AM, free

Deadline for publication is the third Monday of each month

for the fo llowing month’s Bulletin.  Events during the first

ten days of the month should be submitted two months

ahead.

Join the speaker for a walk in Strybing before the

monthly California Horticultural Society meeting.

http://arboretum.ucdavis


Membership year begins January 1 and

includes a full subscription to Pacific

Horticulture. Dues are $40 individual, $50

joint household, $25 student (with proof of

enrollment). To join, or for full range of

mem bership levels, please visit our web

site at www.calhortsociety.org
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